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ARTICLE BEGINNING

1993 SUSPENSI ON
Honda - Rear Suspension

Pr el ude

DESCRIPTION

Prel ude uses an i ndependent strut type suspension. Suspension
consists of a vertically-mounted strut, trailing arm upper and | ower
control arms, knuckle, stabilizer bar and hub assenbly. SeeFig. 1.
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Fig. 1: Exploded View O Rear Suspension
Courtesy of American Honda Motor Co., Inc.

ADJUSTMENTS & INSPECTION
WHEEL ALIGNMENT SPECIFICATIONS & PROCEDURES

NOTE: See WHEEL ALI GNVENT SPECI FI CATI ONS & PROCEDURESarticl e
i n WHEEL ALI GNVENT.

WHEEL BEARING

VWheel bearings are not adjustable.



REMOVAL & INSTALLATION

CAUTI ON: Use NEW sel f-1ocking bolts if nut can be threaded easily
past nylon | ocking area. Use NEWsel f-1ocking nuts any tinme
one is renoved. When tightening retaining bolts used on
parts contai ni ng rubber nounting bushi ngs, ensure vehicle
wei ght is supported on strut assenbly.

HUB & KNUCKLE ASSEMBLY

Renoval

1) Raise and support vehicle. Renove |lug nuts. Renpve wheel
assenbly. Renove brake hose cl anp. Renove caliper assenbly, and wire
it aside.

2) Renpve two 6-mm disc retaining screws. Install two 8 x 12-
mm bolts in brake disc, and tighten bolts to force brake disc from
hub. Alternate tightening of bolts to prevent brake disc from binding
on hub. Renove spindle nut and washer. Renpve hub. Renove spl ash
guard. Renove brake hose clanp. Renove speed sensor from knuckl e, but
DO NOT di sconnect w re.

3) Renopve spindle assenbly from knuckl e. Di sconnect
stabilizer bar from knuckle. Renove cotter pin, and | oosen ball joint
nut fromlower control arm"B" (2-wheel steering) or tie rod end (4-
wheel steering). See Fig. 2. Using ball joint separator, separate
joint from knuckl e. Renove cotter pin and nut from |l ower ball joint
st ud.

4) Using ball joint separator, separate |lower ball joint from
control arm Renopve upper ball joint cotter pin and nut. Using ball
joint renmover, separate ball joint from knuckle. Renpbve knuckle from
vehi cl e.

Installation

To install, reverse renoval procedure. Tighten bolts to
specification. See TORQUE SPECI FI CATI ONS TABLE. Use NEW spi ndl e nut,
and stake it after tightening it to specification. Replace self-
| ocking bolt if nut can be easily threaded past nylon | ock area.
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Fig. 2: Exploded View O Steering Knuckle

Courtesy of American Honda Motor Co., Inc.
LOWER BALL JOINT

NOTE: Lower ball joint renmoval information for (4W5) is
not avail abl e from manufacturer.

Rermoval & Installation (2W5)

Rai se and support vehicle. Renpbve wheel assenbly. Renove
cotter pin and nut fromlower ball joint. Using ball joint separator,
separate ball joint from knuckle. Renove bolts securing ball joint to
| ower control arm"B". Renove |lower ball joint. To install, reverse
renoval procedure.
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Renova

1) Lift carpet in luggage conpartment, and renove 2 upper
strut mounting base nuts. Raise and support vehicle. Renove wheel
assenbly. Renpve brake hose clanp fromstrut. |If necessary, renove
speed sensor wire bracket. DO NOT renpve speed sensor.

2) Renove upper ball joint shield. Renpve cotter pin and
upper ball joint nut. Using ball joint separator, separate ball joint
from knuckl e. Renove | ower strut nounting bolt at |ower control arm
Lower suspension, and renpve strut assenbly.



WARNI NG Strut contains pressurized nitrogen gas. To properly dispose

of strut, drill a 5/64" (2.0 nmm hole at base of strut.
Al ways wear eye protection when drilling.
Di sassenbl y

Not e position of strut upper nounting studs for reassenbly
reference. Using spring conpressor, conpress strut assenbly spring. DO
NOT conpress nore than required to renove strut shaft nut. Renove
strut shaft nut. Slowy rel ease spring conpressor. Disassenble strut

assenbly, noting | ocation of conponents for reassenbly reference. See
Fig. 3.
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Fig. 3: Exploded View O Rear Strut Assenbly (Typical)
Courtesy of American Honda Motor Co., Inc.
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| nspecti on & Reassenbly

Check for weak spring tension. |Inspect conponents for
deterioration and damage. Strut assenbly nust be replaced if rod does
not nove snoothly through full travel or signs of oil |eakage exist.
Repl ace worn or damaged conponents. To assenble, reverse di sassenbly
procedure. Install NEWSstrut shaft nut. Tighten nut to specification.
See appropriate TORQUE SPECI FI CATI ONS TABLE

Installation

1) Lower rear suspension, and place strut assenbly inits
original position. Loosely install |ower strut mounting bolt. Loosely
install upper strut nounting nuts.

2) Rai se rear suspension so strut assenbly supports vehicle
wei ght. Loosely install strut nounting. Reverse renoval procedure for
remai ni ng conmponents. Raise rear suspension until weight of car is on
strut. Tighten bolts to specification. Install strut cap (if

equi pped) .

NOTE: Ensure vehicle weight is supported on strut assenbly before
tightening | ower strut mounting bolt to specification.

UPPER BALL JOINT

NOTE: Upper ball joint renoval information is not
avai l abl e from manuf acturer.

WHEEL BEARING

Removal & Installation

1) Rai se and support vehicle. Renove wheel assenbly and brake
drumor rotor. See REAR BRAKE ROTOR or BRAKE DRUM under REMOVAL &
| NSTALLATI ON i n BRAKE SYSTEMarticle in BRAKES section. Renobve hub
cap, nut, washer and hub bearing assenbly. Replace hub and beari ng
assenbly as a unit.

2) To install, reverse renoval procedure using new hub
retaining nut. Tighten nut to specification. See appropriate TORQUE
SPECI FI CATI ONS tabl e. Stake hub retaining nut agai nst spindle.

TORQUE SPECIFICATIONS

TORQUE SPECI FI CATI ONS TABLE

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Appl i cation Ft. Lbs. (N.m
Brake Line Clanmp Bolts .......... ... .. .. ... .. ..... 16 (22)
Lower Ball Joint Nut ....................... 37-44 (50-60)
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DWB o 61 (83)

AN e 48 (65)
Spindle Nut ... ... . . . 136 (185)
Stabilizer Bar Muunting Bolts .................... 16 (22)
Strut Assenbly Lower Mounting Bolt ............... 48 (65)
Strut Shaft Nut ...... ... ... .. . 22 (30)
Tie Rod Ball Joint Nut ..................... 37-44 (50-60)
Upper Control Arm Bracket ........................ 57 (77)
Wheel Lug NUuts ... .. ... 81 (110)
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END OF ARTICLE
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