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Radiator Cap 
Cleaning  
and Testing

Many radiator 
caps can be 
successfully 
cleaned. 
The most important factor is to 
thoroughly clean the negative 
pressure valve. If this is not done, 

any remaining debris may result in 
continued coolant overflow loss. 
If there is an excessive amount of 
debris or the sealing rubber on the 
cap appears to be pitted or damaged, 
replace the cap.

1.  Using clean water and a small brush 
– similar to a toothbrush – thor-
oughly clean the cap seal surface. 

2.  Manually open the negative 
pressure valve and thoroughly 
clean the inner and outer surfaces 
of the valve.

3.  Check the radiator cap valve open-
ing pressure using a radiator cap 
tester to ensure the cap is within 
specification. If the cap is out of 
specification, replace it.

Coolant Exchange  
Machine Approved 

Subaru of America, Inc. has named 
the Wynn’s PowerFlush III as its 
approved coolant exchange machine. 
The machine was chosen for its 
three separate tanks that allow the 
ability to perform a clean water flush 
of the cooling system quickly and 
efficiently. A clean water flush is 
possible by filling one tank with fresh 
water, while the other two tanks hold 
new coolant and removed liquids. 

The clean water flush process allows 
for a complete coolant exchange 
without the use of chemicals that 
could potentially harm the cooling 
system. Also, with three separate 
tanks, there is a complete isolation of 
any contaminants that could possibly 
be cycled back into the vehicle or any 
subsequent vehicles.

Insider Info NOTE: Subaru of America, Inc. con-
tinues to discourage the use of flush-
ing agents in its vehicles. 

The high degree of coolant removal 
by using the PowerFlush III allows for 
the use of new Subaru Super Coolant 
in a vehicle that was not originally 
so equipped. This will permit the 
customer to take advantage of 
the 6 year, 75,000 mile coolant 
replacement interval of Subaru  
Super Coolant. 

All standard cooling system 
service practices, including the use 
of Genuine Subaru coolants and 
Subaru Coolant Conditioner should be 
continued.

NOTE: Subaru of America, Inc. does 
not recommend the use of other cool-
ant exchange or flushing machines. 

Subaru of America, Inc. has tested 
the Wynn’s PowerFlush III’s perfor-
mance and has found the machine 
acceptable for use with all Subaru 
vehicles. The PowerFlush III does not 
use a flushing chemical. It will also 
power-purge the entire system, in-
cluding the heater core.

Details about the machine and pur-
chasing information are available on 
the Subaru Special Service Tools web-
site at http://subaru.spx.com.
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Tribeca Air Conditioning 
Refrigerant Specifications

     When servicing the air condition-
ing system on a 2006-2009 Tribeca, it 
is very important to identify whether 
you are working on a vehicle with 
front A/C only or a dual zone vehicle 
with both front and rear A/C systems. 
The amount of HFC-134a refrigerant 
specified will be different. 

Front A/C Only Model 
Minimum: 20 oz. (0.57 kg, 1.26 lb.)
Maximum: 22 oz. (0.63 kg, 1.39 lb.)

Front & Rear A/C Model 
Minimum: 30 oz. (0.84 kg, 1.85 lb.)
Maximum: 32 oz. (0.90 kg, 1.98 lb.)

Make sure you install the correct 
amount of refrigerant for the vehicle 
you are servicing to avoid under-
charging or overcharging the system.
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Recommended Materials

Subaru of America, Inc. has released 
a list of recommended materials 
of the repair and service of Subaru 
vehicles. Service Bulletin 01-167-08 
covers fluids, coolant, refrigerant, 
greases, adhesives and seal materials 
that have been approved for use. 
The bulletin may be viewed or 
downloaded on the Subaru Technical 
Information System website at  
http://techinfo.subaru.com.

New TPMS Transmitter  
for 2008

The design of the Tire Pressure 
Monitoring System (TPMS) tire valve/
transmitter was changed, beginning 
with 2008 models. It is important 
to realize that the TPMS tire valve 
looks like the valve found on vehicles 
without TPMS. To avoid damaging 
the transmitter, care must be taken 
when deflating the tire or changing 
tires on the rims. To avoid confusion, 
please familiarize yourself with the 
new valve.

The 2007 and prior tire TPMS valve 
was silver in color, fitted with a 
retaining collar and topped with a 
silver cap (see photo).

The new “snap-in” valve is made 
from black rubber and fitted with a 
black cap. This new valve looks like 
the older-style valve used on vehicles 
without TPMS. 

When deflating tires, never remove 
the valve stem with pliers as the 
delicate transmitter mounted on the 
valve stem base will be damaged. 
Instead, deflate the tire by depressing 
the valve stem or removing it with 
the proper tool. When reinstalling the 
valve, always tighten to the correct 
torque specifications using a valve 
stem torque tool. 

Always refer to the proper service 
information for the vehicle you are 
serving for the correct data on how to 
best position the wheel on your tire 
changing machine to prevent damage 
to the transmitter when mounting or 
dismounting tires. 

Further information on the new 

style TPMS transmitter can be found 
in the 2008 New Model Update, 
Technician Reference Booklet; Module 
917, P/N MSAP0803C. The booklet 
can be purchased or downloaded on 
the Subaru Technical Information 
Systems website at  
http://techinfo.subaru.com.

Please note the components of the new style black 
rubber tire valve/TPMS transmitter.

> 
  2007 and prior tire 
valve/TPMS transmitter.

> 
This is the new black 

rubber tire valve/TPMS 
transmitter used begin-
ning with 2008 models.
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