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IMPORTANT - All Service Personnel Should Read and Initial

C A U T I O N: VEHICLE SERVICING PERFORMED BY UNTRAINED PERSONS COULD
RESULT IN SERIOUS INJURY TO THOSE PERSONS OR TO OTHERS.

Subaru Service Bulletins are intended for use by professional technicians ONLY. They are written to inform those technicians of
conditions that may occur in some vehicles, or to provide information that could assist in the proper servicing of the vehicle. Properly
trained technicians have the equipment, tools, safety instructions, and know-how to do the job correctly and safely. If a condition is
described, DO NOT assume that this Service Bulletin applies to your vehicle, or that your vehicle will have that condition.

STATE I/M PROGRAM ADVISORY BULLETIN

APPLICABILITY: 1980~1989MY SUBARU Vehicles
SUBJECT: Pressure Testing of Fuel Tank System

During State Emission Test
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THIS BULLETIN IS FOR INFORMATION ONLY.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has issued evaporative technical guidance require-
ments for conducting a functional pressure test of the evaporative system on pre-1996 model year
vehicles as part of the state emission inspections.  The evaporative pressure testing of the fuel
tank system consists of identifying and clamping off the vapor hose line from the fuel tank as
close to the evaporative canister as possible.  The vehicle shall fail the test if the fuel vapor
control system loses more than six inches of water pressure over a period of 120 seconds starting
from a stabilized pressure of 14 ± 1 inch of water.

Certain early model SUBARU vehicles were built with a vapor hose connecting to the evapora-
tive canister with a small spring inserted to maintain the hose integrity while under vacuum
conditions.  See Figure 1 below for spring location.  Under State I/M Program conditions of
clamping this vapor hose, the spring prevents the clamp from creating a proper seal, which
results in a false pressure test failure.  SUBARU strongly recommends State I/M programs
exempt the models listed in Figure 2 from the functional evaporative pressure test.

SUBARU ModelSUBARU ModelSUBARU ModelSUBARU ModelSUBARU Model Affected Model Years with Spring HoseAffected Model Years with Spring HoseAffected Model Years with Spring HoseAffected Model Years with Spring HoseAffected Model Years with Spring Hose

2-Door (Hatchback) All 1980~1989
4-Door Sedan All 1980~1984
Hardtop All 1980~1984, except turbo models (1984)
Station Wagon All 1980~1984, except turbo models (1983/84)
MPV (BRAT) All 1982~1988, except turbo models (1983/84)

Additional Guidance
For pre-1996 SUBARU vehicles, which are deemed testable, SUBARU provides the following
recommendation:

WARNING!
Improper clamping may damage the vapor hose. Clamping should only be performed using a non-
cutting surface grip pliers or similar tool. Ensure that the fuel tank system is pressurized in an even
and consistent manner with the applied pressure not exceeding 14.5 inches of water or fuel system
damage may occur.  Improper pressurizing may also damage the 2-way roll over valve.


