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Toyota's small turbo-diesel isn't known for
super-fast start-line launches. This breathed-
on impaort is Nno longer grey, but red-hot

| WORDS AND PHOTOGEREAPHY BY JOHM HOOTH

rishizne's John Whitlaker i one of the big names in
competition modor tuning, He's had o g
imvolvernent with motor sporis - dating back some 30
vears — a= both an engine tuner who specializes in lurcbos sndd

super-charging and s a driver, He owon the Guesnsland

Kering Drivers Club Championships inoa furho e e bl
Mroan sersleh., Birewth, his daily driver is & Datsun 260
running o K Nisson motor with bwin turbaes, TU's only
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making pround 347hp al the Qywlhes] hecanze John's turned
the turba down to 1310 oo0Et.

{ret the iden? The man's a wrbo demon and now he's
transferring that track Enowledge of turbochurged pelnl
engines to the new hresl of high-eevving turbo als, Ha
when John asked me over to look ot the cnhaneenents Te'd
madse to his wafe’s Surl, T koew it’d be good. What 1 hadn't
fgured was that it'd be this good!




The Surf iz a 1996 srey import that had arand T0,000km
om the clock. The motor was & stock Tovotn TEETE: the
turbacharged, 3-litre, four-plinder donk that’s well known
for being s reliable as a windmill — and about pe cxoibing.

By giving it the Whittsker Lreatment, which invelved a
delicaule hilancs of modifying the wastogste pnd hoost pick-
up point, remapping the electric lwel pump and resetiing the
pumps Liming, John worked & bit of o mirmehe. To make the
most of things, he also Dited a 3-inch free-flowing exhaust
and fewed the injectors — although the laller was move 1o
chack their pperistion than &dd anvthing - before putiing o
beack on the dymo.

The Surf, which Toyota claims mekes around 90hp, had in
reality mads T8, After the tune-up and exhaust, it made
130hp — with s torque curve that began trom idlel That puts
(hes Jictle four-cylinder diesel in the V8 pelrol power stakes,
ah! All this and it doees’t even have an intercosler!

Being one of the first J-litre models John had worked on,
there was o litthe: problem with excessive fuel consumption al
firat, but now it moles oll 1E0hp (oe the same meagre fuel
gonsumplion fgures Barb was matting beforo, And ib's done
22 000km or more of generl duties - including son
Bremdian's beach trips — without missing o bl

Whittaker snys Topola turho motors ave very relinhle,
They're great to hot up because thoy eome with high-
yolume oil pumps and ol squirters under the pizion skirts
for exlreine cooling. They already have better cylinder-head
breaching, » nitrided criankshalt and totelly ditferent
pislons, so they're built to handle o lol more power than
they make in stoek condition. The auto tranemiseion is o
besauly and doesn’t need anything to handle the power.
Sure, thore's more stress when you use more power, bul il's
miee to have the choles!

T provee the poinl, John mentions a 3-litre Burf, which he
qndified for a mate, that™s running 1891h baost (a lot more
then Barh’s eacl and making hesps more power ogan, 10
hesan waed a3 a daily commuter and weskend weapon for 12
months without any problema. Obviously, thoy esn lake i

How much? Every job iz dilfierent, hot avound 51650 for
the modifiwstions that have gone into Barh’s car, And John
would nead it for a couple of doys, Personally, [ reckon
that's nbaaat Che beat money you could spend on o Sacl In
fact, I'd consider buving s Surl, now T know you can make
them zo VA haerd.

ANER BRIVE TEST

When Juhn Whittaker insisted 1 take Barh®s e for a drive to
fael the difference, [ hod to suppress & yawn. Why couldn't he
hve: psked ne to test the B00Ap twin-turbe competition
special he'd just finished luning instead?

Sitling behind the wheal, it felt ke ony other Suref, apart
from & woodgrin whesd, bul when I turned the key, the st
sund was deep and insistent, nuthing like the usal fesble
Towots Blurt, Mol intresive, but s fet pipe sound oll the sane.

It idled perfectly st Tolrpm. T selected Drive on the four-
meounted sutomatic and pushed the pedal dewn. The Blaady
thing squealed like o stuck pig and launched a2z if there wos
o W& lurking under the bonnet! [£ didn't res, i just haulad.
Mo surprize I guess, making 130hp meane it°s right in the
game with i small-block V8 and pecking more punch tan
mnat VEs.

I dropped off the pedal and the Surf chunged wp s coupls
ol gears, cruising to the next sol of lights, Again, a steaoy
Tadrpm diesel idle. The bloke next fo me in the lowersd
black Holden Calnis didn’t even Iook at the shopping-trollizy
Surl - unkil the lights chenged, and 1 from ped §€ again...

This time [ keld the pedal down until legol epoed was
ched. We were ahend of the Calais easily, poor bogger had
wiolken up lote to the challengs. I tried the spme stunl spns
minules later on the motorway ond staved with a late-model
Ford to, erm, umpty dump over the legal epead, Lot me jusi
iy Lhat if vou were sllowed to do 150km/%h, & Whitiaker-
funed Surf would get there as fast as just about anylhing.
Yo, it will go faster but the weecleration definitely drope off
around 150km/h.

But it'a the way Whittuker's Suel makes ite power that's
intripuing. IL makes muacle from idle, The torgue comes in
straightawsy, no build-up st all. T didn't oy it oft-road, bul
it cortninly makes power where it's noeded. Tn sand or in s
tight situation, this thing would be a weapon, The
difference from etock is almost absurd wnd, yet, at all times
it"e civilised, with only thal hig exhaust note and o txd
more burbo whistle to pick the wolf from the flock.

I gave it back to Burb o she could go shopping,,.
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