his Etory, liki many olthers in .-'1| r;.:.."ru.ir'uu iWD

Montfily history, was ambitious from the start.

Attempting to test, back to boek, 14 scts of mud-

tercain tyres wag always going to be tough. My

bigrest souree of apprehension was that the byrea
wouldn't perform all that difTerantly to one another. Hey, they've all
got hig, open, blocky treads, so how different could they be?

Well, let me put that misconcepticn bo bed vight now. Thess tyres
vury markedly in performance. Sure, some gre gimilar, but overall
I.!!I"l'l." reE meEsvy IJIIT‘_‘I\"!.L’['!‘.

Mud tyres used to be the domain of hardcore off-roaders, but now
more and more foor-wheel drivers are enjoving the qualities and sox
appeal of these aggressive tyres. Pul simply, miaddics will take you
lartler up that }'1ii,-rn"f:.- ll'i]l;!'l Lhan any all-txr TN 1."""'

Of course, as with any tyvre, there are trade-off=. Bacause there's
lisss rubber in contact with the surface, vour 4WID will generally
take sliphtly longer to stop on bitumen when compared toan all-
Lerrain or highway terrain tyre. Then again, in mud and gravel,
expect vour fourby to pull up shightly quicker

Tyre noise is eomething wo abtemptod o test acentifically, but had
difficulty in doing £0. Wo hired o NATA-calibrated docibel motor, but
found that the ambient noise in the test vehicle cancelled out the
aceuracy. Hey, when you're hurtling along a country road at 110.in a "91
Hilaxx, it's not exactly rattle-froe. We tried measuring from different
positions, bul the sensitive instrument picked up every squeak, rattle
and roar So, in the end, it was up to me w give an objective marking
Tar LR ill!l"ll,"!'llll it the cabin -:!11|'|||H' this Fist |r1-||p,

MNIFTY SHIFTER
We're cynical buggers hese at Austraffan WD Monity, and when we
get a new 12V product sent to us, we often joke about how soon it will
be til it breaks in the bush. We're notoriousty hard on equipment, and
this tyre test ) b no different, [
So when we were sent thase electric rattle guns, we thought: How do |
vie tast "am till they break? And then the tyre test amrived. There would
be 21 ditfarent tyré changes. Multiply that by four tyres per car, and tha
HiLux six-stud pattern, not to mention the tyres being bolted on, and
Ihen ofi, and the ratthe gun would be latching onto 1 1éel nuts,
It's even got a tiny red light that we thought would be usaless. That was
unitil the test ran inta the night and wa found the litle light invaluable
Ater all, who can hald reh and use a ratthe gun at the same time?
And show me a light that can shine info that wheel nut area and
without casting big kay, 50 you can see | like the light
Ve experimented with connecting the rattle gun straight to the battery,
and alzo through the cigarette-lighter attachment. As expectad (given
the more direct power source), the rattle gun had a litte more grum
when attached directly to the hattery, In fact, maximum grent is 340Nm

. Imports on (02) 6643 0303
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THE PERFECT TEST LOOP

Testing mud tyres in the driest continent on earth might sound a
little fanny, but hay, we do got mud in Oz, and when us feur-wheel
drivera find it, we Jove it! The High Country, Menas, Cruiser Park,
ovin WA has its fair shars of Mundaring muod bogs. Bul
testing these tyres only in mud would be doing the and you - a
disservice, Due (o their apgressivie Lrosd and r:Jbl-c! (‘f*l'l-'~1l'!ll‘li-"‘l.
muddies o meressingly used as multi-purpose Lyres

So where do you test mud tertain tyres? It dide't take lung for
ug to work out that one: Milbrodele, NSW, home of (the Tull Truck
Challenge. Not only dows it have that infamous mud bog, it also
hus o grasel-road race track and is on the doorstep of the Lvisty
hitumen of the Putty Road

The mud bag nesded some modifing thowzh, soweset Errol Smith
tn worke on his doser. He Qatbened the base so we could get through
and manicured another mud bog in a depreasion right next to tho
original Tull Truck one. The ohjective wasn't simply w got the vehicles
bogeed in the misd, it was to s2e how thay elawed, steered and drove
through the slush. IL would be pretty much impossible to replicate the
game mind bog time after time — 40 we didn't bother trying

Having said that, we kept it consistent {except for o few wild
phote oppertunities of coursel, [ hit the bog al 3500rpm in second
gear low-range, with both front and rear diff locks mmgmgzed. This
was fast enough to exporicnce the sell-cleaning abilities of the tread,
but glow enough Lo maintain cont rol and stoering

The gravel-road stretch was casy. Milbrodale iz a fimous round in
the ON-Road Roacing Championships, so we simply used part of the
irack to put the tyres through Lheir peces, O e dird, we tested
sornering, braking anel, ill‘-lmi‘l.-dlll.l_'d. lateral grip. And it wos in this last
section that the big differences betwean the trres were discovored

This leaves the on-roed loop, Dircetly out Use front of the Tuofl
Truck property is the Pulty Road. It's a mixture of o and potholed
bilumen — just porfect. But head up the road about Tlom and you'll
find some of the craziesl hairpins in Australia. Yet another groat
teat for rosd-holding abality, tyre scrubbing and slopping.

The only major terrain woe didn’L Lest on was sand, There was no
decent sand an whidh to test at Milbrodale, so we opled to give it a miss

The vehicle we vaed Lo test the 318 wie a turbo-diesal HiLux dual-
cab — loaned to us by the generous Danny Manmix from Stockys
Tyres, Wa chose it bacavse it had twin ARB Air Lockers, meaning
that power to the ground in the mud would be consistent. The 2in
guspenaion 1ift would come in hondy oo, o the byees could do their
thing without clogging up the guards with mud. And being a dual-
cith, we were concerned about having enough weight over the rear
axle to make tosting realistic, so we slung o heap of tyres in the back.

Tmasio -

e ] 1"'
'&"\-\“ \:1 -\"\"

\R o i:.'g 3 _

e
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'. you're travalling on. And in our

RO -

LONGEVITY

il Lel's gat one thing straight: this isn't a lest of longevily. And this test

won't tell yvou whethar you'll get a blowout after five yards of hitting
the dirl. Nope, to do that test would be nigh on impossible, other
than getting 14 identical vehicles and driving them across the
Canning one after the other. But even that wouldn't work, because
the track would change from car one to car 14.
My suggestion here is to look al the specifications and construction of
the tyre (ie, sidewall plies) and have a crack at it yoursedf, Ask around
at 4WD clubs and 50 on to see what works and what doesn’t, and have
a good look and feel of the tyne yoursel
But probably the best advice | can offer is to be awara of your tyre
pragsuras and adjust them to suit the terrain. This will of course
nd on how heavily you load your vehicle, and what sort of track
rience, the manufacturers’
stated lyre pressures ara be Jited ta an-road, not nrf.r.;qd
conditions. Overinflation on sharp, rocky Flinders frac
| strewn backcountry is & recipe lor a quick blowoul. E'I[-F‘I'IITIFTI h:}r
| yourself and see what works best for your rig




SIMIEPARC

Mud Terrain Tyres

YOKOHAMA GEOLANDER M/T

F ; : ON-ROAD PERFORMANCE
MANUFAGTURER: Yokoriama L BN - Huisamhramn;mrsnnm:mmuring

TYRE; Geolander K/T 3 Byl S e i
SIDEWALL PLIES; 2 polyester f s | Y s Tyre Squeat: ﬁ

TREAD PLIES: 2 polyester belts + 2 steel bells - o i %
WEIGHT: 20.5kg Tl N : o e e Tyre Scrub: ﬁ

ACTUAL SIDEWALL WIDTH: 1mm t T U ARl BT S iy x
ACTUAL ROLLING DIAMETER: 30.31in Lt E s | ] - Vibration: ﬁiﬁ 1m

LOAD RANGE: C R 3 e :
dheis el : N Pt e o L Roadholding: &'ﬁ*';‘.

T

Tramlining: ﬁp—:;ﬁjﬁﬁ*%
Braking: ﬁ‘ﬂﬁ‘x‘w ﬁ
Road Moise: & ¥

OFF-ROAD PERFORMANCE
Gravel Road Grip: ﬁ:_:;- Mﬁ”
Rocks: ﬁF ) Qtfrﬁﬁ
Sex Appeal ﬁ' ?ﬁ‘?ﬁiﬁ;‘? )

Scoresheo! (Mo of tyres = 5 goad, T bad, Tafl b sorfl)

COMPMENT: The Yorie:M/T Is a balisy-looking tyre to say the least — and it nalled maximum points in the
sex-appeal seclion for this very reason, its open lugs did the bissiness in the mud too, bt that opan design
lezves the tyre carcass viinarabl to rock strikas In the outback.

Thay were pretty notsy too, but, unfike most mud tyres, would resst aqguaplaning in the wet thanks to that big
centre-tread voud. The soft. kinda gummy tread grips (e road well; which transated into good braking figures:

SR . ON-ROAD PERFORMANGE
MANUFACTURER: Kumhe ; et ) Hulse!'-rih'aﬂnnmarshnm ! Gomaring

TYRE: Road Venture KT : P 2o ST ‘1}.
SIDEWALL PLIES: ? ply palyestes 5 e : Tyre Squeak: ﬁ ﬁ;{%

TREAD PLIES: 2 ply palyzster + 2 ply sleel 2 - o T,
WEIGHT: 10 5kg - e gy Tyre Scrub: ﬁf@
ACTUAL SIDEWALL WIDTH: 11mm e o b ei

7y

ACTUAL ROLLING DMAMETER: 30.11in 2 SR Vibration:

LOAD RANGE: C s e =

PRICE: $135 e Roadhoing: ﬁfﬁﬁ% B

. . Tramlining: ﬁ’:}\ﬁ‘ Iq% }eﬁ“"
Braking: ﬂlﬁﬁ“ﬁ"’a

Road Noise: | ﬂ"j

OFF-ROAD PERFORMANCE

st o . (AN R T
Rocks: fﬁﬁ@ﬁ

COMMENT: The Kumbos were most at home on the road and tFe dirt, where they made solid scores. dispiaying i iﬁﬁw
superb grip. But all the grip in the warld couldn't maks up for tha fact that they were very notsy behween 100 e

and- 110k, &nd suffered from vibimlion at ihosa speads, Steening was aiso a [to vague on the bitumen. Sex Appeal: m

Mud and rock performance was solid, and the price is pretty sharp too. On yeah, and thev're snow-splke

compalibie, which will pizase the tiell out of our. three subscribers in Canada... Scorashoel (No. of tyres - 5 goed, 1 bat, it berw awfal)

AUSTRALIAN SWD MonTHLY [T
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MMud Terrain Tyrea:

SIMEX CENTIPEDE M/T

ON-ROAD PERFORMANCE

MANUFACTURER: Sirax S BT A Y SR Noise / Vibration / Harshness / Comering

TYRE: Centipede T R RO ROR
SIDEWALL PLIES: 2 ply polyester cord P 5 Tyre Squeal: = ﬁ ;-1.
. i

TREAD PLIES: 2 ply polyester cord + i

2 ply steal cosd + 2 ply nylon i Tyre Serub
AGTUAL WEIGHT: 18kg : 4

ACTUAL SIDEWALL WIDTH: Smm %, : a [yt . Vibration
ACTUAL ROLLING DIAMETER: 30.11in . g

LOAD RANGE: C o e Roadholding
PRICE: 5179

Tramlining

Braking

Road Noise

OFF-ROAD PERFORMANCE

I
Gravel Road Grip: 1)
e,

COMMENT: Despite having a six-ply:tread, tha Simex M55t come In at & reasonable weighl; Rocks: ﬁjh . ,1

tipping our scales &1 7 8ka. But while having lots of rubber in the iread, hey seem to lack some n e, e, o,

the sidewall, with our measurement tallying just 9mm. : Mud: [ﬁ"a ;’ﬁ?ﬁ

Performanca-wise, he M/Ts' scores were reasonably solid {especially in the mud), although they fell ey vy L2

down a litta In the vibration department at speads of 110kmvh: Comering grip was 8 112tig absent on the Sex Appea: &% f};al

bitumen too, &5 the vehicle terded to lureh Into the comerand then:grip at the tast minule, e "

But If I's 2 dedicated muddie you're after, the Simex is cneap and loves the mud. Soartshee! (Mo, of fyres — 8 good, 1 bad, fal lyre awlo,

- e ON-ROAD PERFORMANCE

MANUFACTURER: Hankook L " e ~ W Noise / Vibration / Harshness / Comering
TYRE: Dynamic M/T 7 g A *"q P G
SIDEWALL PLIES: 2 ply polyester cord f . 2 § _' i Tyre Squeal: ML £
TREAD PLIES: 2 Yy B =2 . 2 TN pots T g T e
ACTUAL WEIGHT: 18 5kg PN [ i Tyre Scrub: ﬁm% )
ACTUAL SIDEWALL WIDTH: 11mm W ' \ G
ACTUAL ROLLING DIAMETER: 20.31in S i ! | kX | Vibration: 1]
LOAD RANGE: C e ") MRS O 7 - h P .
PRICE: 3198 g Vi s 3 : Roadholding: ﬁfﬁ-@ﬁ

Braking: ﬁgﬁ“@i
Road Noise: ﬁﬁ"t f’?%:
OFF-ROAD PERFORMANCE
Gravel Road Grip: ﬁjﬁ‘,
nocks: P
. 2

AR . .-_ e

COMMENT: The Hankoak Dynamic M/T was oenerally disappointing acrose the board. Its hard, blocky,
oid-schoo! tread |acked the arip afforded by its competitons on bitumen and gravel. And 2l speeds of

e T
jﬁ'ﬁﬂ

100~110km/n, the tyres fransferred some big vibratione Into the HiLux cabin. Unfotunately, while Sai i | LE\'
pricing and mud parformance are good, there are cheaper, better tyres out thare: Oh yeah, they're -
snow=spike compatible too = giddyup. Scarashoni (Mo, of yres — § poad, 1 bad, fat lyre awiu

[ AusTRALIAN SWD MONTHLY



GOODYEAR MT/R

,: o £ ON-ROAD PERFORMANCE
MANUFACTURER: Goodyea Y LS - S|  Moise / Vibration / Harshness / Comering
TYRE: Wrangler MT, " g ; 3
SIDEWALL PLIES: 3 oly polyeste . i ' ; Tyre Squeal ﬁ}ﬁ ﬁ'! "t'
TREAD PLIES: 3 ply ar + 2 ply stesl 1 4 S, :
ACTUAL WEIGHT: 21kp } e _ L Tyre Scrub: --:; mg i 55
ACTUAL SIDEWALL WIDTH: 11mm BT\ 3 : 1t g
ACTUAL ROLLING DIAMETER: 30.31in e lo B ' - Vibration ¢
LOAD RANGE: C i o - 4 F
PRICE: $230 R A B : Readhelding:
. Tramlining
Braking
Road Noise:

: Sl aomenn : OFF-ROAD PERFORMANCE
COMMENT: Cartainly cne of 1he best tyes on-road, the MT-R mames 2n aggressive tread with smar bitumen

parformiance, The sticky, soft sllica compound displavs superh braking and comenn characteristics on the blacktop. ravel Road Grip: ﬁmﬁ

Around tight comers, the Goodvears don't squeal, they kind of roar - aithough generally mad noss isn'l an ssus, e ey

And while tha MT/Rs (stending for Maximum Traction Reinforced) landed at the sharp end of the field, they - ﬁ?&?ﬁ;{;
couild have gane a touch better had il not been for average scores in the mud and dir-road sections. That ~iir—ig —
slightly [ess-open tead pattem ssemed to clog up more readily in e mud than some other brands. Bul Mud ﬁ} :

overall, the: Goodvear 15 a fing all-rounder and wolld be a great choloe for sumeaona who wanls a cool- o

looking, good-performing muddie that still has some manners on-read. Sex Appeal \ﬁ %%f.{\
Oh-yaah, and | shoulde't foeget te mention thal the MT/R features & Durawall three-ply sidewall, which

shaukd make It more:robast than mest of the bwo-pi s on g desert runs. Secresie] Mo, of lyres — 5 good, 1 bad, flaf fyra awfy

laglops. S0 naxt Heae ¥ou Qo Campng:
mike siam you bring ban essemials - 1ha
geky and ihe Blee Whispar EF1000:5 O S R L

Wi’ of generie” CoEsed 10 ey e ol Aag A il et

HsW T :
MU 93 01 4 (D) PMEE 4544

({1 3 Nz
(071 3908 1000 il 541 ) 271 A7

Or visit our websits ot wawyamaha-motarcom.ay
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Mud Terra

-
1 Tyres

BFGOODRICH M/T

. 3 : K : ON-ROAD PERFORMANCE
MANUFACTURER: BFGoodrich AP S H Noise / Vibration / Harshness / Comering

TYRE: Mud Terrain s 1 < , \ T
SIDEWALL PLIES: 3 ply polyester - TR Y Tyre Squeal: &\ﬁﬁ i fg
TREAD PLIES: 3 ply polyester + 2 ply steel -\ o gt N
ACTUAL WEIGHT: 20.5kg LA & 48 S @ﬂmﬁ
ACTUAL SIDEWALL WIDTH: 9mm B s = .
ACTUAL ROLLING DIAMETER: 30.70in T _ r : _ [ _ Vibration: \Zﬁ i J:I‘
LDAD RANGE: C »ib 4 : A B - E __I:_J o
PRIGE: 5265 . - - poa g ; g Roadhelding: ﬁfm{ﬁil
VoG = T e iy P—— 3 B el vl Eo, g
st . " 5 (. h L o " v
h 5 - Tramlining; e L e

Braking;

Road Nokse
OFF-ROAD PERFORMANCE
Gravel Road Grip: ﬁm‘ﬁm\ﬁ%

Aocks: %Wﬁ)\
Mud: ﬁsm‘ m“: ﬂ

Scoveshes! (Wo. of yros - 5 pood, | bad, fGiad fyra e}

COMMENT: if you'd have as<ed ma al the start which fyre would win this eet.on peints; | wouldn't have
put money on:the BFG. Hey, s agreat tyre, but that tread has Been around for donkey's vears, so aura:hr it
winld have daen outtlassed by the newer des/gns? Nol so.

The BFGoodrich Mud Terrain pertormed like the great all-rounder that it Is. Dirt-road grip was nething short
of excallent, and given that Australia |s the world's driest continent, the dirt Is exact y wihere most of these
tyres will spend most of thair lives, The 9mm sidewall is a ittle disconcerting ~ wa'd prefer 1o have seen it
a little thicker for puncture and biowout resistance — but in our testing, that didn't come into play.

The soft, gummy fread gripped (he road well — particukarly in Emergency Siopping procedures.

The deep outer lugs with the: small ridges in belwecn enhanced the tyre's sell-cieaning ability in the sticky
Milbrodaie mud. And those mini-sidebilars looked the goods in the sex-appeal departimen: too.

Sex Appeal:

NEAREST DEALER CONTACT
THE NATIONAL DNSTRIBUTOR:

TOTAL TYRES
e ."‘I!'JIJ HI{I.JS._-

Email: sales@ Ei-'ll'.'g.-"E.}.Elle'l.aL
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COOPER DISCOVERER STT

o _ e ON-ROAD PERFORMANCE
MANUFACTURER: Cooper { e T Noise / Vibration / Harshness / Comering

| TYRE: Discoverer STT ¥ . | B
SIDEWALL PLIES: 2 ply polyester R S F o Tyre Squoal: ﬂ’h: \&n
TREAD PLIES: 2 ply polyester + 2 ply steel Al T T En o
ACTUAL WEIGHT: 18.5kg FAL’ 3 ' i Tyre Scrub: ﬁ?&\mﬁ{

b

ACTUAL SIDEWALL WIDTH: 9mm L. o : T
ACTUAL ROLLING DIAMETER: 30 11in K 7 & L S ﬁr“m g
LOAD RANGE: C = Kt : o A

PRICE: $258 : .. ..‘;_1' S S 8 s Roadholding: |
- | .- Tramlining: |
Braking: I
Road Noise: ’h ﬁﬁ:\

OFF-ROAD FER FDHM AHGE

Gravel Road Grip: ig

",'E_;a %
Ty
Sex Appeal. ﬁw

Seormsheat (Mo, of [yros ~ 5 pood, T bad, il dyre swiul)

COMMENT: The Cooper Discoverer STT naileth ihls test, performing solidly on every surface. In fact. its
worst scora was in the sex-appeal saction, where it sl mianaged to score i puiis. Yop, the Codder i
an excellent all-rounder, with bucke!s of grip bolh on the dint and an-road. Braking was exceplional, and
handling surefooled, no matier whial the road type; | found that t wasn't quite-as polished a2 (ha BFG on
thir dird, but i oulscored the BFG In thie on-road braking and v bration sections. :

The stightly more closed Irerd of the STT [eaves less real estate ava'able for punctures, s it would be
iteally suited to putback touring. However, we'd stll jovs 10 sae a fatter, tree-ply srﬂewall

Oh-yeah —solid a5 a rock in the mod-tog

MOTORWAY MDNDFDHM Mf'l'

X! . .. ON-ROAD PERFORMANCE
MANUFACTURER: Molorvay } 12 %" Noise / Vibration / Harshness / Cornering

TYRE: Monoform M/T : Y “y g L T
SIDEWALL PLIES: nds an donor e ¢ :] g T o e Tyre Squeal: ﬁ!,m; -%ﬂ\

TREAD PLIES: Depe onar tyre carcass aatl | E B
ACTUAL WEIGHT: 22kg > v S F R Tyre Serub: lﬁ »sm(
ncrunl.smmmmmu 15m § L

ACTUAL ROLLING DIAMETER: 20.21in FRi Al B Vibration:
LDAD RANGE: C B o i i
PRICE: £115 : = e e AT Roachalding:

¥
¥
g
i

tramiiing: (0K "!'si_
Braking: ﬁl‘&i

Road Noise: ,ﬁﬁ :'*:‘

OFF-ROAD PERFORMANCE

ANAN
Gravel Road Grip: [ % AR by A8

Rncks:

COMMENT: The hudget bonzanza of this test is Motorwzy's EFE Inok-allke = me Monoform. Al 115 arge: s
less than half the price of thix Jeaders; but then. that’s what you'd expect with a remanulacturad tyre,

ts ot @ pretty tire fon the inside wall you can see the letiaring of the previous ca-cass), bt many off-roacers these
deys are using them as ter weekend' set of rubber, Seme pice AT for weekdays, and some chisap: ballsy nubber
1o frash on Tfie weekend. Yet, gven their meaty sidawalls, rashing the Mongforms might be arder than you think:

- W 15mm on the sidewal; the bead-to-bead eonstruction ensures that thay're pretty hard to purclure, Howover,
{Fat very sidevall width makes for a tyre that is as siff as buggery, mesing i perlorm poarly on the rocks, :
And despita lonking remarkably like the BFGs, [Hat treaid i actually 15 percent different. and it shows. Grip Is far

- less impressive in the mud than the BFGoodrich: Antl on-road braking vies 1ess than impressive - largely dua fo

e bulging 22kg weight of each lyre. Cenerl roac-holding was salid though, and praved-road grip was great.
Longevity s ancther point that s always raised when it comes o remanuctured rubber. Of colirse, this test can't
answer that question, suffice to say that, for quality reasons, Motarway rejects B0 percant of the tyre carcasses that
come s way. And we reckon a bead-to-baad constnichion i much better har the old tread-only retread design

Mu:

Sox Appeal:

Searehest (o, of fyres = 5 good, T bad, Maf fre swi)
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Mud Ter

DUNLOP EFIANDTHEK M."T

; : " s WEC] el ON-RDAD PERFORMANCE
MANUFACTURER: Durlop Tl A _ - Noise / Vibration / Harshness / Cornering

TYRE: Grandtrek M/T B A i 0 o, el T T
: 2 ply polyeste e PO GRS T R Tyre Squeal ﬁﬁﬁ
£ ] > ¥ -.':I._. ..,.

ACTUAL WEIGHT: 18.5kg : B L. LA : Tyre Scrub:
ACTUAL SIDEWALL WIDTH: 11mm g ol 8 RN
ACTUAL ROLLING DIAMETER: 30,31in H SO N ‘st b 1 Vibration:
LOAD RANGE: C B Sam 8 ;

bty EERSS s EE Ll Roadholding:

Tra rmilnin-:}

ﬂrahinu ﬁ
1-,. SEre ST
Road Noise ﬁ:ﬁ nﬁ’hl

OFF-ROAD PERFORMANCE

L
Rocks: ﬂ,ﬁﬁﬁr

Mud: ﬁ" )

Sex Appeal: ﬁ

Seorsshes! (o, of fyres =5 pood, 7 bad, Raf fyre i)

COMMENT: Al-round performance of the Duniop Grandtrek was Exceptionally pood, partculary In he on-rad and
pravet-road deparments. Grp was high fn these sactions fhough slighthy behind the Cooper, BFG and Goodvean), and
Eraking performeanca exemplany. Thens vas a inte vibration ataroend 1710k, but nothing to be concemed about.
The Cunlop scored mid-fiekd in the mud, but we particulerly liked the small ripple beside the outer lugs
torstop clogoing. And that 17mm measured sicewall should be more: res:stant to:blowouts than some of
the morg slender #mm walls.

Overall. tha Dunlop is an excellent all-roonder ~ I 2 Il overpriced.

PRO COMP M/T

i e _ ON-ROAD PERFORMANCE
MANUFACTURER: Pro Comp N s ummwmuwumnmfmrming

TYRE: Mud Terrain ¥ Ll L AT -y / P
SIDEWALL PLIES: 2 ply pelyester o VIS P - Tyre Squeal: &5* fﬂ
TREAD PLIES: 2 piy polyestar + 2 ply steel & "1 - it ' o
ACTUAL WEIGHT: 13.5kn : i . Tyre Scrub: ﬁ, ﬁ’?ﬁ&
ACTUAL SIDEWALL WIDTH: 3mm ; B ] - G
ACTUAL ROLLING DIAMETER: 30.1%in . . A v Vibration: ﬁ ; ;:ﬁ 1)
LOAD RANGE: C 3 L : I e Ve Y
PRICE: $260 s e GNEE B vl Roadholding: ﬁw . ;Wﬁ
N Tramiining: ?ﬁ\ﬁ}&ﬁ
Braking: mwi
Road Noise: ﬁm ﬁf‘&

OFF-ROAD PEHFUHM.ﬂHGE

Tk, by r:\
Gravel Road Grip: ﬂi Eg

COMMENT: On-the blacktcp, the Pro Comp Mud Terraln scored consiatently wall, with very Kttia noise and Rocks: ﬁ_—ﬁﬁ‘ _?r
good road-holding; althodoh i wasn't quite as polished as the BFGoadrich on these surfacas. In the on-road ey
braking test, the Pro.Comp only managed to score mid-field tog, Mud: ; &,ﬁ‘

Tra Pro Comp loved the gravel thaugn, with sxcelient [atera! grip; and undes pawer, its deap traad hiocks

WHE H L
reglhy bi the deck nicely: sex Appeal; ﬁ@iﬁ%
irthe mud, the Pro Comp performed well, wath ifs staggored outside (ugs able to dig through the surfrce e
mud nicely finding the hard base undermeatiy Seoveghaef (M. of fyres = 5 pood, T Bad, faf fyre avviuf)
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SILVERSTONE SQ773

; : ok ! ) : ON-ROAD PERFORMANCE
MANUFACTURER: Silversione " = 3 ¥ Noise / Vibration / Harshness / Comering

TYRE: 50773 % ' e T e e
SIDEWALL PLIES: 2 ply polyester g ' ; Tyre Squeal: ﬁ%ﬁr’ﬁ?\"
TREAD PLIES: 2 ply polyesier + 2 ply steel ity F = P
+ 1 ply nylon ¥ . ' & M Tyre Scrub: ﬁ ﬁ b

ACTUAL WEIGHT: 21kg _ & ' sl
ACTUAL SIDEWALL WIDTH: 11mm YA PR viration: IRLTS
ACTUAL ROLLING DIAMETER: 30.31in y " 1 :'-':'J;:,
LOAD RANGE: C -y . Roedholding: T

PRICE: $200 g . W g .
A f 7 % , Tramlining al"‘ Ih & A
: : e ?%},‘
- Braking: ﬂ ﬁl
Road Noise: ﬁ

OFF-ROAD PERFORMANCE

T

Gravel Road Grip: ﬁ;ﬂ,

COMMENT: The Silverslone SUTT S 50 vasty ditforent- (ooking hoopcts tharest of the field, with its
wide, jagged. latera! Wos spanning the 4¢re. BUL in 1hiz case, dilferent doesn’'t necessarily mean
petter, and.an the road;:this:tyre:is one of the nolslest of the pack. Yet, despie this noise, thore was
very itle vibration o speak of.

Unfortunately. road holding on both the dirt and the road Was poor.= lgaving me a-fittie unimoressed

after the test [oop. And while they have gocd gop.in & straight line in the mud, their staaring abllity
Sowas second-rate; : : Soorpshoet (Mo, of fyros - § good, 1 bad, (8 fyre mefuw)

SUMITOMO SERENGETI M/T

ON-RDAD PERFORMANCE

MANUFAGTURER: Sumitomo

TYRE: Serengeti M/T

SIDEWALL PLIES: 2 ply polyesiar

TREAD PLIES: 2 ply palyaster + 2 ply steel
ACTUAL WEIGHT: 18Kg

ACTUAL SIDEWALL WIDTH: Smm
ACTUAL ROLLING DIAMETER: 20.57in
LOAD RANGE:

PRICE: 5169

Moise f Vibration / Harshness / Enmering

Tyre Sgueal: ﬁtﬁ ﬁ‘u I*ﬁ
Tyra Scrub: ﬁp{%"ﬁ

Vibration:

Roadholding:

Tramlining: | iy ity &
P e
Braking ﬁtﬁlh 1 qi

=
L,

ANA
Road Notse: UUEESOEL SO

iy
h
OFF-ROAD PERFORMANCE
n jg,_zv

COMMENT: Sumitomo.is £ tyra notall hal famitkar o most Aossios. bol il's owned by GT Radial &
Contimental. In the mud, the Sgrangell MT was a real winner, scong maximum points:We put this: down
{6 1he second slage ug or each and every lug, making [t harder for the-mud to-adhére. Gravel-road arlp
Wwas great too, a5 was rock performance. :

The Sarengati- was |ass al homa on the mad especially in tha roac-nolding depamant; however, aside
fram a peneral hum at 110kmM. noise wasn't a prablem,

Bang for your-bock. the Serergeti s a hand tyre o gopast, aspecially il you ke 10 gal down and diry. A
litthe more rubber in those sidewalls and we'd be even Happies

i
If'

Scorpsheet (No. of fyres - 5 good, | Bad, faf fyre awtuly

EE AUSTRALIAN SUWVD MONTHLY



EA-JA GLAW

MICKEY THOMSON

MANUFACTURER: Mickey Thompson
TYRE: Baja Claw

SIDEWALL PLIES: 2 py palyester

TREAD PLIES: 2 ply polyaster + 2 ply stesl
ACTUAL WEIGHT: 19.5kg

ACTUAL SIDEWALL WIDTH: 9mm
ACTUAL ROLLING DIAMETER: 3!} I1|n
LOAD RANGE: C B

PRICE: $258

COMMENT: Tha Claw In & mud-larrain comparison? Are vz kidding? Nope. riot at all, At 258, and with &
radial construction (unlke:lts bias-ply blg brothesn; the Mickey Thompsan Clave is one of the coolest-looking
tyras in this test. And on e road, the Claw was not as noisy as that aggressive tread would sugoest.
Traction in a straight line ks fantastic — this baby digs! - but the amrow-shaped tread of the Cuaw fafls dovm while
comenng In gravel and mud: Put simply, thare's nat a lotof reslstance when the lugs are pishing heard through &

ON-ROAD PERFORMANCE
Nolse / Vibration [ Harshness / Cornering

i)

— 00
o sont: TR T

—
Roadholding: uﬂéﬁ:ﬁgs
g

R

Tramlining: ﬁ 0 by SE gy )
'f” #:'-'.‘3 r,‘ ""}.

Braking: Hy #Ey i

l.. I.
Road Noise: mﬁ'

OFF-ROAD PERFORMANGE
Gravel Road Grip: ﬁm‘ﬁ ‘

Rocks: ﬁw'tﬁ?:‘l

i ﬁiﬁm

Sex Appeal: ﬁ*\ \

cimear, So | weouldn't suggest these tyres for outhack touring. They're directional- 100, $0 I yol Want 1o have them

pointing in the right tirection =il te lirme, you'll nead 1o carmy two spares — ne for e2ch side of your fruck:

Soorushoel Wo. of lyves =5 gocol, 1 bed, Rl (e s

* 3RD'S PRODUCTIONS
MISSAN EXTRA DUTY
TRAILING ARMS FITTED WITH
FACTORY MNISSAN BUSHES

ABSOLUTELY INDESTRUCTIELE

NO CUTTING OR WELDING
RECQUIRED, STRAIGHT BOLT ON
TO STANDARD MOUNTS

. LOWER ARMS ARE 450d x 20id
EXTRA HEAVY WALL CARBON STEEL
HOLLOW BAR

* UPPER ARMS ARE ON CARADJUSTABLE
FOR EASY PINION ADJUSTMERNT

+ ARMS COME IN A CHOICE OF A POWDER
COATED BLUE OR SILVER PLATED FINISH
ALL COMPONENTS ARE CNC TURNED TO. THE
HIGHEST TOLERANCES

100% OF THE ENGINEERING 15 DONE BY 3RD'S,
WHICH MAKES US VERY FAMILIAR WITH THE
COMPONENTS WE MAKE

3RD 'S prRODUC TIONS

Specialising in CNC Turning for all your aftermarket neos
[ElH AUSTRALIAN WD MONTHLY

Trade enquiries welcome

UNIT 5, 1 FORGE STREET,
BLACKTOWN NSW 2148

P: 8814 9037
F: 8814 9038
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Mud Terrain Tyres

PRO COMP X-TERRAIN

ON-ROAD PERFORMANCE

MAMNUFACTURER: Pra Comp Noise / Vibration / Harshness / Cormering

TYRE: X-Terrain M b _ ’ P gy
SIDEWALL PLIES: 2 ply polvester 3 ! Tyre Squeal: Iﬁ‘?}tu F
TREAD PLIES: 2 ply polyester + 2 ply steel

) ]
ACTUAL WEIGHT: 15.54g . v o 4 Tyre Scrub: ﬁmm ;

ACTUAL ROLLING DIAMETER: 30.11in S e

LOAD RANGE: ¢ f oo 3 Vibration: @ﬁ
. : - Roadholding: m,}h%}

PRICE: 5285
B BT T
Tramiining: (i iﬁmﬁﬁiﬁ
Ans
Braking A Y SR
T g
Road Noisa ﬁm’:ﬁi\

OFF-ROAD PERFORMANCE

Gravel Road Grip: %

COMMENT: If pogd-lookin” rubber iz your thing, you've come 1o the right place, Tha X-Tarain has that 'I've
ot big goolies’ look. from its ralsed shouldar lups with the X" imprint, 1o the arrow-shaped traad — which
i5 why it scored maximun points in the sex-appeal depardment.

On i resd, e XoTamain is a8 solid pedormer, with minimal-road noise, great baking and solid road- Rocks: ﬁ\‘ﬁ T --{:ﬁ

hoid ing characterstios: T e e

But that's about where the good times end for-the X-Terrain. Lateral stabifity s awful on the gravel, and | Mud: ﬁl %1

had the tall kicking out like nobody's business on the test [oop. This tyre wauld love the BAS circuit, 'callsa e 5: B s
It donist prowess |8 unbaatable, And that arrow-shapad tread weuld be downmght scary cn slippery side- AR ﬁﬁﬁ@%‘%ﬁﬁ%

slopes, with litthe to stop the tyre from moving sideways. In the mud, straight-line performance was great

but again; lateral grip was poaos, Seoreshert (Mo of tyres - 5 good, 1 bad, Maf yre awfu)

PROTECT YOUR 4WD SEATS FROM MUD, DIRT GRIME, SPILT DRINKS & WEAR DAMAGE

BLACK DUCK i
CANVAS SEAT COVERS niml'i;‘f}';'i; 0

‘BLACK DUCK’ canvas seat S : I3 For the full front set
covers are tailor made to suit most B : S / ! 4
AWDs, Made from heavy duty, SRR ; Uf most utes/4WDs

‘BLACK DUCK” seal covers will

ensure a very neat it

walerproof and breathable
Australian-made 12-ounce canvas. S : ; :

inclmding GST plus 511,00 for
postage and handling

Available in grey or brown!

E 2 S e \ﬁ}.: R
Extremely tough, yet comforiable S \\-\\ :
to sit on — the ultimate protection & : i \ i

"‘ .
S \ S
for the seats on your 4WD or ute. s _5'.\3‘:5.\

=
S

TO ORDER PHONE 1800 803 825

Pay by Bankeard, Mastercard, Visa or send cheque or money order

AUSTRALIAN WD MONTHLY
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MDD T '|-'-_I'|| 1 Tyres

CONCLUSION

latione to BFGog
re hng been around,
e case where
3 iz mot the

wind for pound, the Su
And with maximum points

3 you. But if all you ever drive
ir I ¢ WOk b ill be mueh differont.
Checl out the !

Tests like this don't just happen, and there are plenty of people besides
s S0 Monthily nutbags who worked hard to bring you this test.

The Bulga Rural Bushfire Brigade worked around the clock lo keep our
boghole topped with water and our test vehicles and wheels clean after
gach test run, Mick and Nathan Bendzl! were the main offenders, but
their family and frignds helped by not complaining that we'd kept their
men working hard inlo the night. Sa thanks to all.

Thanks also to Errel Smith and family for the use and preparation of
their property for our test, and 1o Colin Smith for showing us a few

gnarly tracks and sharing his invaluable local knowledge TOTAL SCORES

When we had fourby troubles, we headed 1o Singleton's own 4WD BFGoodrich Mud TemaIN ... Tl K. h v R
racing guru, Graham Baxter, who sorted us out quick smart. Graham Dooper RAMM: ST i itk s o s cirami i
runs Singleton 4WD, and can ba contacted on (02) 6572 1813, ' Goodyear MT/R # .40
Thanks to Danny Mannix from Stockys Tyres in St Marys lor the use of Dunlop Grandtrek M/T. AP e e
the HiLux, and 1o the boys al Stockys lor seating our rubber to the rims, P T N T e s bAoA o e R SRR M el e 3
batancing every tyre, and popping off the tyres after we'd finished lesting. T T o T o o e S L . 37
Thanks also to Sam Kack of Overkill Engineering for the alr jack (how Pro Comp X-Terrain.............. i L oy s ] et a7
good are thesa things?), and to Lachlan Sidey from Offroad Industries Mickey Thompson Rad Claw ........... e B L R .36
for the hydraulic jack. YoRONAME GROLEMIET WU ... v seinsrsras snsreniiiunssriisssissiemmsmsss st inrrirssns iy
Finally, thanks to Evan Spence, who, when we could stop him rolling his Humho MIT i s e e s e TR
own tobaccy and talking about his orange Zook, occasionally changed a Simex Conoade BUT ... sissimsssimmi i
few tyres: to Mark Allen, aka Mr Swagman, who, when we could get Siverstone S0 773 ... cccnrininninnninn e L R 27
him to stap talking about his latest swag design, actually facked up a Motorway Monoiar ... s

few carg; and to Rhys, who, in between organising the latest mods for

his 40 Series, managed to sort of organise a tyre comparison.

The by frouft Stockys didh the 12
yards for ulf) bitancing sod fitlmEs)
warcts iy bEfore we headed

ffiek washes mid off é
for [he unrpf.mm.-

I AlsTRALIAN WD MOWTHLY



With a Cobb
~ you can!

Yﬁt. can roast, smoke
1ish, barbecue, make
SIEWS, Curries, soups,

pizzas, pancakes, hake

bread, scones, cookics
and do great break fusts.

And you can do it

TYRE MANUFACTURER  PHONE WEB anywhere! In a tent, on
Mickey Thompson 1800 681 298 www.coopertires.com.au a boat, on a beach or on
BFGoodrich 1300 306 757  www.bfgoodrichtires.com.au vour dinin bl
B i ning room table!
Goodyear 132343 wWww.qoodyear.com.au :['h A L_ S {L
| Pro Comp (D) 9705 6677  WwWw.procomp.com.au e e
Cooper 1800 681 298  www.coopertires.com.au no mess. So cool you
Hankook www.hankooktyre.com.au can cook on glass.
Kumho 1300 651 413 www_kumho.com.au
Dunlop 1800 888 973 www.dunloplyras.com.au
Simex (07) 3268 4150 www.simextyres.com
Yokohama 131509 www.yokohama.com.au
Silverstone 1800 803 532 | Weighs just 4kg
Motorway 1800 036 061 wwww.motorvsy-tyres.com.au and runs on only 2-!
: e
Sumitomo 1300 660 233 brigquettes. Also zips

into a neat carry bag,
Enviro friendly, Low
fat cooking. Marine
grade stainless steel.

NEXT MONTH
MEAN MOTHER RUBBER

Cleans in 5 nuoutes.

Nu[hing comes close. At only
S179.80 including the bag and
a fwo year warranty, it leaves
everything else for dead.

ey Thiormpsm Clawy,
will b2 tested on SHD Lo

See the full cobb story at
www.cobbaustralia.com.an
Or call us now on

1300 B52 611

Moking Life easies

| | \i } Magarine yolad Cobb one of the best inventions of 2061
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