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stay, On the 4WT) front, there has bowen a fair

smored of iniport vierlely in recent years, with
dale ek a3 Mitsuhishi's Challenger and
Mizean's Terrnno hitting the roads of Anstralio an
lecent numbers,

Yol when oll iz said and done, the most popular
AWD import would have to b Teyots's Surk.

With the number of Surls driving around
subiirhiat thess days, it'd be vasy to believe that il s
yet another ‘pretend’ 4WIL Indeed, the Surl doss
have mquite a number of ooy and eomiort fentures,
which make iba grest Family fronsport ogploi.

&till, vou onky have to look at Pefer Bonusink's
Surf to see how this populer suliirban wirkhorse
can b turned into a serinus off-rooder

Thenks to 4 virtus] smorpnshord of Superlift
compunentry from the U5 of A in the undercarriage,

| v "em or hate Tem, grey imporis are hene Lo

this baby reaches for the eturs and commands an
on-road presonce that is purs intimidation,

coh und chassis, and thien an extr six inches are
there's & farther three inches thanks to those

%1 Bx15-inch Mud Terrgin tyres. Al told, thel's a
proud 12 inches taller {han any standard Surfl
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Far starlers, there is a 3-inch aeparslion between

altributable to suspenaion moedifications. Finally,

Petor's packag: was put logether under thi
direction of Paul and Grant at Track Targue, in the
northern Perth suburh of Wangam. Track Torgue
are alzo ARB apents pod just shout all company
empluyees are serious off-roaders, Have a Ioak &t
the home videosz that are conslantly pliyed in thae
ehowmmom and you'll el the ides,

Pater weent to Trick Torgue after eoveral months af
AW drama wilk his Surl, which was bougnt privately
wwith 55,000 clicks on the dinl. To bemin with, s Susukd

Vehicle: ... e T -1996 Toyota Surf
Engines .. ... Toyota 1KZ-TE 3.0-litre turbo-diesel non-ntercooled
Gearbox: . ... .- .. Four-speed automatic four-wieal drive
AWD activation: ... Electronically vis & canin swilch on the move.

T soE ST T oo+ Manua! high and low rangs
SUBPENSION . cne b Front: Toyotz independant with

...... . - » Supserlift suspansion ki
.- Faoar: Toyola: beamaxe with Supsnifl
A b suspension kit-and adjstsble Panhand rod.
, Susparil kit gives Six inches o Iifi ower stock specificalion
Brakes: o vmem e e n Stock Toyota disc beakes all axound
Wheals: .. ...-.c.. ..+ Amercan Racing elioy rims 15x10-Inch
w11 T Pro Comp Mod Tersine A5y 2x15-inch el angung
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Siprra decided to have & head-on collision with Peter
znd his St on e mareew sand track

Thankfully, Peter wasn'l badly hurt in the:
secident. However, shortly after the repairvs
wore completed, n Kangaroo fgured it would
wipe ouk the bonnet, driver's sule door and
some other penels.

Lindeterred, Peter again hed the Surl vepaived, oz
he'd grown to appreciate the vehicle’s podental (ot
to mention creature comiortsl, As can C'.EEL'I'L' e
zppst; one thing led 1o another

[t'z worlh pointing ous thet the Surls chassis is
virtually identicnl (al least with regards to major
dimensiona) to the 4Bunners wnd HiLuzxss availoble
i Anstralin. As such, Superlift body snd suspension
kits rre availzahle for all of these variations

The Superlift bodykitc for the Zurl uses a total of

pighl Blocks, vat it's all the little extras and quali
of workmunship with the components that makes
thi= dilferanee.

Az nrovone whio's ever done o body TIL can attest,
{here’s the backyard methid with lots of frustmiting
sistom enpinering. Alternatively, theee ave the
American offthe-shell kils with everything nudy Lo go.

T'he litle exivas in chis cose de radistor drop
supports, an adjusiable steering extension piece and
the exoet amount of Nylex nuts and holes o finish
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the job, OF course, the Superlift suspension upgrade
iz more comnplex, bt again il has been well dosigned
and manufaclaned.

Tike many vehicles with independent frond
suspension, thie Toyota Surd uses uppor and lowver
pomirn] armna. Alchough, Toyola's desim is a little omeoff
gz the torsion Tars ran along the top of the chassis rails,

“Nn hig deal™ you might aay, except thal the
Surt’s torsion bara conneet dinselly Lo the upper
pintteol arme, so all of these itemns must sty n Lheir
factory Iomtione. The Superhifl suspension kit
tharafore moves the lower front cortryl prms

awnwards, and these are releceled waing a one-
piece crossmembor assembly

Dbwinnsly, the incrensed distance between the
upper and lower arms must be compensiled for This
i bitken care of by gooombination of cast and

nachined extonsiona.

Al the back, meanerhile, e non-inds
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ol Toerger Superlift eoiks ind shocks. Naturalky, Ureree are
the obliputory relocation breckeds and epacers. Howiver,
hrided atainless bruke line extensions are albso included
fior thie froml aesd rear of the vehicks

Pater's Surf wos given a few optionel oxiras in the
form of un adjustable rear Penhand rod and shock
limiting strape. Thise prevent the shovke from
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‘pulling apart’ wmaler the rigours of geriots WL sdveniuning
Miks no imistake sbout it; this sky-high Surf ia regularly used
ofl-rosid.

To this end, there's & fuir pmount of aneillary bolt-on gear
fram Truck Torque (o make the off.road excursions easier ard
gafier. Up fromt, nn ARB Deluer fromt winch bar was celded,
and this wits modified due to the hody Lift, The Safari snarkel
seetls no introduction, whilst an IPF light rack turn= nignt
inta-day.

Tneidontally, the lights up lop are using the new IFF HIL
Bwail bulthe, which pive the zzme condlepoeer oz
canventional 130-watt bulks,

The eahin of Peter's Surf [5 basienlly standard, oport from
the addition of & mild aftermurket sound system and an ARD
ol congnle, which was Nlled with sepormse Urigdeen LI and
2iMH= radioa.

Under the lonnet, the orginal 3.0-likre turbo-diesel ongine
hasn'e been touched. Although, Greonwood Exhausts addald o
whule new stainless steel system that includes a 2.5-inch
dump feum the turbo and a high-Mow i ffler:

These nrotors have & 2olid reputation, but elsewhen: in the
angine hiy ore & few little extras in the form of o secotid
baliery and an ARD comprissor

Hawing now lifted his Surf inta the stratosplicre, Peter is
apprrently having theughts about dving the vehicle snno extra
grunt. A 6.7.litre EFT Chevy engine is on the wiah list, which is
a Abroker motor that i found in US late-madel Corvettes,

The defvetruin, including sutoniatic gearbox, remaing
nnchanped fTom the |-|1|“_-'[.|:|:‘IL'. axeept for the addition of an AR
air loeker to Uhe rear AT All told, the work donié Lo this Surf
iz vet another example of how an everyday W can b
turncd intg something truly epecial =




