EI‘IEEE moaodified Surfs.
lifted just high enough
mer a buzz and still
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iiling from Melton in Vielorin, the owner of

thiz Surf, Adrian Borg, has previosasly owned

an old-alape Jackares and o Hilax Doal Cab,
From l;|'.i3 tor L Euﬂ'“& o _-|||rr_;|_':|':|_ _|:||_'|_||,|'I'\-E'.'€:=i|'_ll'.. Thea
Syurf i juesd gn Up-2pee dunl-cab with o station wiagen
sk, mfter all

Purchased from importor Tokyo Mobora for
#1500 twa yisirs aga, it win 0 standard Surf rim
with 150,000km on the ¢logk. Not a very high
milease, even for n 2A4-litee Lurbo-diezel, anal the
arica was about right. Leoking for semething & bt
mare corafortable than his old Hilae, Adrian
thought he'd found the perfoct truck — until he Lewrk:
it whesling with o few matées Lo Toolang

Straipht awuy he Enew il noeded soima
podifiention, 1t was picking up whewls right, Tl
amid coptre, epinning, losing truciion and generally
i) :|_'|.1Ir.ll'|i-: L‘nf‘ﬂ:—q:-]'l.“ll:ll‘ forward PR, Adrian
alan renlised thal his demaged right leg was copping
s hiding in the off-road work, 83 he omld hardly
ftand on it after the trip.

The firsl thing to be altered was the aceclerator
peidal. Due to & leg injury sustainod in & serious
motoreyels neeident, Adrian hed trouble controlling
the hrakes — not good in an suto AW, 5o he fuwd m
mounting rigged up that enchles him to ilip the
thrattle pedul from vight to left of the broke. He
beirves it on the left for himsdf, potting the lefl log

Bopsenaliie
waet to aceelemating and braking, and swapy ot iy

acrosa to the right whenever he neds a mechanic (o over g0
drive if
The standnrd kighway ronds wers next 00 go.
swapynal for & sal af Kumbhs mddics that wene,
phemt, exciling in the wiel, He then removed 1he
gwayikrs for 2 bit morg off-vosn] orifeulation, but
fand clearsmn WaE &8 |u._':.-'|-:_--n
Addrien Ntted a 2-inch suspension [ kit himesll,
pzine (Hd Man Emu ooils and shocks al tha rear,
with @ sob of Carmalls Enforeer borsion Dar springs
up front. mated o the stendord shocka. He: didn’e
need longor-trevel slocks because, although Jae
achiivved & bit of 1if, thees wis little @ no
additional srticalaton, n problem fir torsion-har-
aprung wihicles.
The bullhar enme next, an Opposite Lock jtem
that wis winch-capalle, The winch come & manih
or di Loter = bought second-haind — samething
Adrisn swoors be would not do sgean. Io had o
damiped eable whon he boupht it which wis
removed and kept s a spare cable extension, w
this wire rope wiss replaced with S0m of Plaemn Hope.
Adrian cursed later, sfter he disowored that Lhi
flalter space-saving nature of Mosma rope meant he
could have prrchagad 46m to mount on the winch
drun. He'll remagmbwer st time! Por Adrian,
e=pcially with his gemmy leg, the Plasma rops isn o

hile
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Luckily, Adrisse got o taste for competition, and, in
i firet event st Cruissrkhans, picked up an Amdc
markel [yr the Serf. Bonus! Not long alter Atting Uhat,
in om effort Lo gt & bit momo power out of Lhe hidle 2.4-
litre T} motor, be fited & 2.8-nch axhausl syetem

Rembising that thers waes sgill more to be done for
effroad work and touring, ha ook the Surl to Bratl
aedd Rt Tolul 4WD in Maolbourne’s Epping. They
fistod the Long Range Automotive 100-litre auxilisry
tink in the rear, giving Adrion a tolal fugl eapacity
of 100 Hitre=. They pul in & 3-inch bodylift first to get
ihe denranee abivee the chassiz for the hig tank.

Presiously, ARE didn't make an Air Lockur for the
Eent difT oo the 2.2 Hre Surf, which explains why
Adrien anly hod & rear Adr Locker fitted. An upgrade
kg (now pvailable) tedn-lockers and thiz Surd wouold
b like the Wikl pipeline = unstoppable.

The compressor which activales the rear Ar
Locker hine been mounted in the rear eurgo bay and
fitted with the optionsl byre-inflstion kit for piring
up after rock crawling.

Fitted atandard with suto-locking front hubs,
Adrian hue rerro-fitted mansalfocking hubs from o
standurd Hilux, which he claing o helped
prevent the vehicke blowing CV boots and the
pecaninnel axle, Apparently the hshs weran'l locKing
and unlocking praperly:

Umniler the hood, the 2.4-htre turbo-dieeal is no
powerhouse, but with the turbs wound up to
produc: 10pal boost, it performs well cnough,
provided you're oot i doreaming mash, Thiz stardard
ewin hatboiy set-up ftted Lo tha Surl wis 2 bonus,

The interor has bien kept stonderd, aport fram
the episs-neer aceolerator pedal, which would surely
help prevent thieves driving the car away if they
broke into it -
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